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DRUG DEATH MATTERS 
 

Issue 14    December  2012 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Welcome to Issue 14 of Drug Death 
Matters. This issue features: 
 
The regular update from the National 
Forum on Drug-Related Deaths and 
sub-groups, the  findings of the 
National Records of Scotland Drug 
Related Deaths in Scotland in 2011 
report including the Forum’s media 
conference; details of a parliamentary 
debate held on the Road to Recovery 
drugs strategy; a link to the new 
naloxone website, news which may be 
of interest to readers of this newsletter; 
and links to a number of reports 
published in the last six months. 
 
UPDATE FROM THE NATIONAL 
FORUM ON DRUG-RELATED 
DEATHS 
 
The Forum has met twice since the 
last issue of this newsletter. At the 
Forum’s meeting in August 2012, Dr. 
Barbara Broers from the University of 
Geneva gave a presentation on the 
Medical Complications of Drug Use 
and Older Drug Users.  Dr Broers’ 
presentation gave an interesting and 
helpful insight into Switzerland’s  drug 
prevalence; how the drugs strategy 
addresses this which is focused on 
prevention, treatment, harm reduction 
and enforcement; the various 
treatment options available which can 
vary in different parts of the country; 
and the reduction in Switzerland’s 
drug-related deaths and blood borne 
viruses. 

At the Forum’s meeting in November 
2012 Dr. Ian Gilmore from the 
University of Liverpool gave a 
presentation on the medical 
complications of drug and alcohol use.  
This included a comparison between 
the prevalence of drug use in England 
and Wales to Scotland, the potential 
positive effect of minimum pricing on 
Alcohol; and the harmful effects of 
drug and alcohol addiction, not only on 
the individual but also on children, 
families and communities.  
 
Also in November, Professor Avril 
Taylor gave a presentation on 
Hepatitis C and Prevalence and 
Incidence in Scottish Prisons.  The 
presentation followed the report 
published in May 2012 on Hepatitis C 
Prevalence and Incidence among 
Scottish Prisoners and Staff Views of 
its Management. 
 
The report is based on findings 
following a voluntary and anonymous 
survey carried out in Scotland’s 14 
closed prisons between June 2010 and 
March 2011.     
 
Pathology Sub-Group 
 
The Forum’s Pathology Sub-Group 
met in October 2012.  Discussions 
included the confirmation that taking a 
femoral blood sample in a suspected 
drug-related death was standard 
practice across the four Forensic 
Departments in Scotland. The 
timescale for reporting toxicology 
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results from a suspected drug-related 
death was also discussed.   
 
Data Collection Sub Group 
 
The Forum’s Data Collection Sub 
Group met in October 2012.  The 
availability and analysis of data for the 
forthcoming National Drug Related 
Deaths Database third report was 
discussed.  The report is due to be 
published in March/April 2013.  A PhD 
intern will be helping with the database 
report and analysis for three months 
starting in January 2013.  The Chair 
provided a presentation on the 
database at a European Monitoring 
Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction 
event held on 13 November 2012.  The 
Chair said “the event certainly 
highlighted Scotland’s extensive data 
on drug-related deaths and it was 
evident that none of the other countries 
represented at the event had as much 
data as this.” 
 
Drug-Related Deaths in Scotland in 
2011 Report 
 
The National Records of Scotland 
published the Drug-Related Deaths in 
Scotland in 2011 Report on 17 August 
2012.  
 
In 2011, 584 drug related deaths were 
registered in Scotland which is the 
highest number recorded since 1996 
and 99 more that in 2010 when 485 
deaths were registered  
 
Methadone was implicated in or 
potentially contributed to 275 deaths in 
2011 (47%) although the report cannot 
distinguish between illicit methadone 
and prescribed methadone. 
 
Heroin and/or morphine were 
implicated in, or potentially contributed 
to, 206 deaths (35%) and 

Benzodiazepines (such as diazepam) 
were implicated in, or potentially 
contributed to, 185 deaths in 2011 
(32%).  
 
68% of drug-related deaths were 
amongst those aged 25-44 (396 
deaths). The largest percentage 
increases, over time, have been 
amongst those aged 35-44 years and 
45-54 years. There has been a fall in 
the proportion of drug-related deaths in 
those under 25 years. 
 
Men accounted for almost three 
quarters (73%) of deaths in 2011 and 
the NHS Boards which accounted for 
most of the 584 drug related deaths in 
2011 were Greater Glasgow and Clyde 
(192, 33%), Lothian (73, 13%) and 
Grampian (58, 10%). 
 
On 17 August 2012 the Chair and Vice 
Chair of the Forum attended a media 
conference along with Stephen Molloy 
and Biba Brand from the Scottish 
Drugs Forum and Kirsty MacLachlan, 
Head of Demography at the National 
Records of Scotland when the 
statistics were published.  The event 
was hosted by Scottish Families 
Affected by Drugs in Glasgow.   
 
The Forum will continue to liaise with 
ADPs and service providers to do all 
they can to reduce the number of drug-
related deaths in Scotland and support 
more people towards recovery.  This 
will build on the on-going work of the 
national naloxone programme and also 
the learning from the Drug-Related 
Deaths Database. 
 
Parliamentary Debate 
 
A parliamentary debate on the Road to 
Recovery was held in the Scottish 
Parliament on 8 November 2012 led by 
Roseanna Cunningham, Minister for 
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Community Safety and Legal Affairs.  
The Minister  updated Parliament on 
the significant progress made through 
the Road to Recovery; outlined the 
next phase of delivering recovery from 
drug use in Scotland whilst recognising 
the significant efforts and personal 
dedication of front-line workers and all 
those who are working to deliver and 
support recovery.  
 
Political consensus on the Road to 
Recovery was re-confirmed at the 
debate.  The full debate transcript is 
available on the Scottish Parliament 
website. 

Memorial Bench Unveiled in 
Glasgow for Loved Ones Lost to 
Addiction 

The Scottish Recovery Consortium, in 
partnership with local recovery 
community RAFT, launched a 
memorial bench in Glasgow Green on 
Friday 31 August. The bench, along 
with a cherry blossom tree of hope, 
marks a place in national life for those 
lost to addiction. In addition, 584 roses 
of remembrance were also released 
into the Clyde, one for every drug 
death in Scotland last year. 

Kuladharini, Director of the Scottish 
Recovery Consortium said: 

“There are many trees and benches 
but on 31 August the recovery 
community will mourn the 584 and 
countless other loved ones lost to 
addictions. The cherry blossom tree 
planted beside the bench represents 
our symbol of faith in renewal; that 
people can and do recover from 
addiction.” 

 
 
 

FASS Remembrance Service 
 
Organised by Family Addiction Support 
Service (FASS), on 22 November 2012 
the Minister for Community Safety and 
Legal Affairs, Roseanna Cunningham 
attended a Remembrance Service for 
those who had died through 
drug/alcohol related problems. 
 
During the service, the names of  
some of those who had died as a 
result of drug and alcohol problems 
over the last year was read out and a 
candle was lit in memory of each one.  
 
NATIONAL NALOXONE 
PROGRAMME UPDATE 
 
The July 2012 Newsletter provided a 
comprehensive update on the national 
naloxone programme which included  
information and link to the first annual 
release of monitoring information from 
the National Naloxone Programme in 
Scotland, published by ISD Scotland 
on 31 July 2012 – Naloxone-Supply 
and Use 2011-2012 Report. 
 
The naloxone website is now live and 
provides the most up to date 
information on the programme. 
 
Scottish Naloxone Network (ScoNN) 
 
The ScoNN network continues to work 
well and recently held its 8th meeting. 
The network now has representation 
from a wide range of Health 
Board/ADP areas across the country, 
as well as representatives from SDF 
and NHS Health Scotland. To reiterate, 
the purpose of the group is to bring 
consistency to the range of take home 
naloxone programmes emerging 
across the country, and increase 
opportunities for networking and 
sharing of best practice between them. 
The next meeting is scheduled to take 
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place in Glasgow in February 2013. If 
you are interested in attending, or 
would like more information on ScoNN, 
please contact Andrew McAuley on 
0141 354 2935 or via email 

 
andrew.mcauley@nhs.net 

Independent Expert Group on 
Opiate Replacement Therapies 

Members of the Forum along with 
members of the Drugs Strategy 
Delivery Commission are part of a 
newly established independent expert 
group commissioned by the Scottish 
Government’s Chief Medical Officer, 
Sir Harry Burns to gather evidence on 
opiate replacement therapies used to 
treat people with drug addictions.  The 
Steering Group met for the first time on 
9th November 2012 and envisage 
making recommendations to the 
Scottish Government for consideration 
in Parliament in Spring 2013.   

The Forum’s Chair said: “this is an 
opportunity to clarify this area of drugs 
policy and, hopefully, to establish an 
understanding of the strengths and 
weaknesses of prescribing practice. It 
will, inevitably, guide us towards the 
most effective interventions and the 
best use of resources. Amongst the 
many important outcomes to aim for 
are a consensus on the aims and 
objectives of treatments and an 
opportunity to improve treatment, and 
outcomes, for individuals with a 
complex disorder which extends 
beyond a simple dependency problem” 

Further information can be found at the 
Drugs Strategy Delivery Commission 
website. 
 
 
 
 

Researching Bereavement Through 
Substance Use 
 
A new study focusing on the 
experiences and needs of family 
members who have lost someone 
through drug or alcohol use has 
recently been funded by the Economic 
and Social Research Council. The 
study is being conducted by 
researchers at the Universities of Bath 
and Stirling.  
 
It will examine current literature and 
also involves interviews with 100 
adults who have been bereaved 
following a family member’s drug or 
alcohol use. On the basis of what the 
researchers learn from interviewees 
about their experiences, a final stage 
of the study will involve work with 
addiction and bereavement services 
and users to develop a set of 
guidelines for practitioners who provide 
support to this group. Future plans are 
then to work with organisations to 
validate and test these guidelines. 
 
The members of the research team 
based at the University of Stirling are 
currently making contact with a range 
of organisations across Scotland who 
may be able to assist them in 
identifying possible interviewees. The 
team will be reliant on professionals 
from bereavement, counselling and 
drug and alcohol agencies and other 
services to help make links with 
families.  
 
If you think you would be able to assist 
the researchers in identifying or 
making contact with potential 
interviewees they would very much 
appreciate hearing from you.  
 
The Scottish element of the study is 
led by Professor Linda Bauld and the 
interviews will be conducted by 

mailto:andrew.mcauley@nhs.net�
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Jennifer McKell. They can be reached 
by email (j.e.mckell@stir.ac.uk) or by 
telephone on 01786 467351.  
 
RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
 
A Fresh Approach to Drugs: the 
final report of the UK Drugs Policy 
Commission 
 
Published on 15 October 2012 this 
report  provides an analysis of the 
evidence for how policies and 
interventions could be improved, with 
recommendations for policymakers 
and practitioners to address the new 
and established challenges associated 
with drug use. 
 
Drug and Alcohol Bulletin – October 
2012 
 
The Drugs and Alcohol Delivery 
Bulletin is produced by the Scottish 
Government’s Drugs Policy Unit and 
Alcohol Delivery Unit and  provides an 
update on developments and plans for 
the coming months.  
 
National Drug and Alcohol 
Treatment Waiting Times Report 
July – September 2012 
 
On 18 December 2012 ISD Scotland 
published data from the Drug and 
Alcohol Treatment Waiting Times 
Database for the period July to 
September 2012. The full report is 
available at:  
http://www.drugmisuse.isdscotland.org
/wtpilot/reports.htm.   
 
This showed that 91.5% of people who 
started their first treatment for drug or 
alcohol use had waited 3 weeks or less 
since their referral. Progress against 
this target is reported on the Scotland 
Performs webpage at HEAT Target 
 

Scottish Drug Misuse Database 
(SDMD) Report on People in 
Treatment 2011/12 
 
Also on 18 December 2012 ISD 
Scotland published data from the 
SDMD Report on people in drug 
treatment 2011/12.   This is the first 
release of information from the SDMD 
Follow-up Reporting System. This 
report presents data on individuals 
entering drug treatment services in 
Scotland during 2011/12 and, using 
person level ‘follow-up’ data, explores 
their treatment outcomes three months 
after initial assessment. For 
comparison, and to look at longer term 
(twelve month) outcomes, data is 
presented on individuals entering 
services during 2010/11.  The full 
report is available at: 
http://www.isdscotland.org/publications
/index.asp 
 
FURTHER NEWS………. 
 
Fond Farewell 
 
Stephen Molloy, a long standing 
member of the Forum is moving on to 
pastures new.  Members would like to 
thank Stephen for all his hard work and 
dedication as a member of the Forum, 
and in particular for his work on the 
national naloxone programme and 
support for Service Users.  Wishing 
him all the very best for the future. 
  
CONTACT 
 
We welcome contributions to the 
newsletter from all areas and 
disciplines. These can be e-mailed to 
Kathleen.glazik@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Look out for Issue 15 in July 2013. 

mailto:j.e.mckell@stir.ac.uk�
http://www.ukdpc.org.uk/publication/a-fresh-approach/�
http://www.ukdpc.org.uk/publication/a-fresh-approach/�
http://www.ukdpc.org.uk/publication/a-fresh-approach/�
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Health/Services/Alcohol/treatment/DrugandAlcoholBulletinOctober�
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Health/Services/Alcohol/treatment/DrugandAlcoholBulletinOctober�
http://www.drugmisuse.isdscotland.org/wtpilot/reports.htm�
http://www.drugmisuse.isdscotland.org/wtpilot/reports.htm�
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Performance/scotPerforms/partnerstories/NHSScotlandperformance/drugandalcoholwaitingtime�
http://www.isdscotland.org/publications/index.asp�
http://www.isdscotland.org/publications/index.asp�
mailto:Kathleen.glazik@scotland.gsi.gov.uk�

