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DRUG DEATH MATTERS 

  Issue 5       July 2008 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Welcome to Issue 5 of Drug Death 
Matters. This issue features an update 
from the National Forum on Drug-
related Deaths, an article on the 
appointment of a drug death 
prevention co-ordinator in Glasgow, a 
piece on the Naloxone pilot project in 
Lanarkshire and an article on the 
Government’s new drugs strategy The 
Road to Recovery. 
 
GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO 
NATIONAL FORUM ON DRUG-
RELATED DEATHS ANNUAL REPORT 
2007 
 
In tandem with the launch of the new 
drug strategy the Government 
published its response to the first 
annual report by the National Forum on 
Drug-related Deaths 2007.  In their 
response the Government accepted the 
Forum’s recommendations and will 
shortly outline plans to the Forum on 
how these will be taken forward. 
 
One of the recommendations which is 
being progressed as a matter of 
urgency is the development of a 
national database which will look 
closely at the circumstances behind 
each drug-related death.  This 
information will be used locally and 
nationally to help inform interventions 
that could be put in place to prevent 
future fatalities. 
 

 
 
SERVICE USER FORUM  
 
The National Forum’s Service User 
Group have been developing a leaflet 
aimed at helping the bereaved obtain 
information about their loved one’s 
death. 
 
This work is in the early stages of 
development and further information 
will appear in a future addition of this 
newsletter.   
 
The group would welcome hearing from 
others about their experiences as they 
develop the material.  Any 
contributions should be e-mailed to 
stella.fulton@scotland.gsi.gov.uk. 
 
NEW DRUGS STRATEGY – THE 
ROAD TO RECOVERY 
 
On 29 May 2008 the Scottish 
Government published a new national 
drugs strategy, the first in almost a 
decade.  The Road to Recovery: A New 
Approach to Tackling Scotland’s Drug 
Problem sets out a fresh vision for 
tackling drug use, informed by the best  
national and international evidence, 
including a number of influential 
reports that have been published over 
the last 18 months. The Minister for 
Community Safety, Fergus Ewing, MSP, 
met with hundreds of interested 
parties, stakeholders, key experts, 
practitioners, politicians, academics 
and service users to build consensus 
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around the key priorities of the 
strategy.  
 
Central to the strategy is the principle 
that services should help people 
recover from problem drug use, 
leaving drug addiction far behind and 
creating opportunities for individuals 
and communities to flourish. The 
strategy recognises that recovery is a 
journey that may not always be a 
straight one, but the clear goal is 
moving on from addiction to be an 
active and contributing member of 
society.  In recovery, people build on 
the strengths and positive qualities 
that they already possess to maximise 
their lives, relationships and potential.  
 
The strategy also sets out action that is 
being taken across Government to 
ensure better prevention of drug use, 
with improved life chances for children 
and young people, especially those at 
risk of developing a drug problem; to 
ensure that communities are safer and 
stronger places to live and work; and 
that children affected by parental 
substance misuse are safer and more 
able to achieve their potential.  The 
strategy also sets out a new approach 
to ensuring effective delivery, based on 
partnership at a national level, more 
effective partnership working at a local 
level and a stronger focus on outcomes 
to ensure that recovery becomes a 
reality. 
 
A full copy of the strategy can be found 
at:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publicatio
ns/2008/05/22161610/0 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOVERY STORIES 
 
An exhibition of recovery was held at 
the launch of the drugs strategy in 
May. 
 
As part of this, a compilation of stories 
from people who have recovered from 
their problem drug use was on display. 
 
The following quotes are taken from 
the booklet: 
 
“At first it was easy – I had a job – I 
had money – I could pay the dealers – 
people I knew – people I grew up 
around – in my street – in my town. 
Everyone knew them.  Nobody touched 
them.  They are still there still plighting 
their trade – the ‘Untouchables’, 
nobody talks about them, nobody 
dares tell who they are – or else – no 
family – no legs – no life – you’re 
dead!!” 
 
“I don’t think I would have been sitting 
here writing this story today because 
that slippery road to drugs/alcohol and 
ultimately death is never far away 
unless you find good constructive stuff 
to fill your days.  Now I am considering 
a career in addiction myself . 
I have come a long way in the last 
three years, and at times it has not 
been easy.  With the right support and 
some self determination anything is 
possible.  I am living proof of that!” 
 
You can get a copy of the booklet 
Journeys to Recovery – Real Stories by 
Real People by e-mailing 
susanne.webster@scotland.gsi.gov.uk. 
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DRUG DEATH PREVENTION CO-
ORDINATOR TO BE APPOINTED IN 
GLASGOW 
 
As part of its ongoing drug death 
prevention action plan, Glasgow 
Addiction Services will soon be 
recruiting for a Drug Deaths Prevention 
Co-ordinator. This is a 2 year pilot post 
which will be aimed at:- 
 
• Ensuring that all individuals who are 

in contact with Emergency 
Medicine/A&E and related services 
and who survive a drug-related 
overdose are followed up by 
services in order to maximise their 
inclusion and retention in organised 
treatment and care services and are 
assertively followed up at locality 
level 

• Provide training and awareness 
to staff within the acute setting on 
the impact of follow up in reducing 
drug-related mortality  

• Contribute to the Acute Services 
Action Plan being steered by NHS 
Greater Glasgow and Clyde. 

• Co-ordinate the roll out of the city 
overdose prevention training  and 
risk assessment scheme 

• Work across the drug death 
prevention action plan to support 
inter-agency co-operation and joint 
work 

 
Commenting on the development, Neil 
Hunter, General Manager for Glasgow 
Addiction Services and Chair of the 
Greater Glasgow and Clyde Drug Death 
Prevention Working group said:- ‘This 
is one of a number of initiatives being 
supported by the Addictions 
Partnership in the city to reduce drug-
related deaths. It’s pretty obvious that 
there are each day in the city a 
number of ‘near misses’ where people 
survive overdose. We want to 

intervene whilst people are in A&E – 
but if we can’t we will follow them up 
through our local services to encourage 
them to get help, support and 
treatment, all of which are protective 
factors. It’s important that this new 
post-holder is able to work with a 
diverse range of professionals from 
across acute and community service 
settings and that l work across streams 
of activity flexibly’ 
 
For further information on this service 
development please contact Glasgow 
Addiction Services  0142 276 6600. 
 
NALOXONE PROJECT: 
LANARKSHIRE 
 
Following a successful initial pilot 
Naloxone is to be rolled out to more at-
risk individuals in the Lanarkshire area. 
The local NHS Mental Health Drugs & 
Therapeutics Committee have been 
formally approached to re-design an 
updated version of the Patient Group 
Direction (PGD) prior to the project 
being adopted as a core harm-
reduction intervention available to 
service users, family and friends.  
 
An additional, new, pilot naloxone 
project is also being prepared with a 
view to focussing on outreach training 
and distribution. It is hoped this will be 
ready for commencement in early 
2009. 
 
SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION OF 
ALCOHOL AND DRUG ACTION 
TEAMS (SAADAT) 
 
The SAADAT recognises the necessity 
to take action to reduce the high 
numbers of  drug-related deaths 
nationally and fully supports the 
Scottish Government’s initiatives in 
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this area. There is a recognition that 
the use of various substances is 
inherently  risky, however, it is also 
recognised that that there are often 
ways in which risk and harm can be 
reduced or better managed. SAADAT is 
committed to partnership working with 
not only local Alcohol and Drug Action 
Teams (ADATs) and the government 
but with all agencies that can effect 
positive change.  
 
The SAADAT is represented on the 
National Forum of Drug-related Deaths 
and has also been represented on 
three of the sub-groups arising from 
various forum-related activities. The 
Scottish Network for Families Affected 
by Drugs (SNFAD) is also a forum 
member and a SAADAT officer is 
currently an adviser to their 
management committee. SAADAT is 
also currently involved in the 
development and piloting of a new 
national data collection system; by 
working closely with the ADATs, it is 
hoped there will be a smooth and 
successful national integration of this 
method of capturing data. 
 
The SAADAT also convenes an ADAT 
drug death response group that is 
currently looking at sharing effective 
local practice on a national level and 
developing a coordinated and cohesive 
approach that makes most efficient use 
of available resources. Local ADAT 
Critical Incident Groups (CIG) have 
used this forum to discuss their current 
approach and to raise local issues that 
may affect more than one ADAT. 
 
By assisting the development of the 
new data collection system, along with 
networking, partnership and research 
opportunities, SAADAT is working 
towards making a useful and 

continuing contribution to reducing 
drug-related deaths in Scotland.  
 
EVENTS TO WATCH OUT FOR 
 
Watch out for the upcoming Scottish 
Government Delivery Reform 
Consultation Event in September. 
Further details will be available soon. 
 
 
INFORMATION 
 
For information about drug services in 
your area, see: 
 
www.scottishdrugservices.com 
 
 
CONTACT 
 
We welcome contributions to the 
newsletter from all areas and 
disciplines. These can be e-mailed to 
susanne.webster@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Look out for Issue 6 in December 
2008. 
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