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Publication Summary 

 

About this Release 
The information released in this publication falls into two main parts.   
 
The first part presents data on GPs contracted to work in Scottish practices in the years 
2004 to 2013 at Scotland, NHS Board and Community Health Partnership (CHP / CHCP) 
level. GP Information is presented on:  
 

 Subcategories of GPs (e.g. Performer, Performer Salaried, Performer Retainee  or 
Performer registrar)  

 Gender profile  

 Age profile  
 
The second part of the release gives information on the practices and the patients 
registered with them, including: 
 

 The broad age distribution of registered patients at NHS Board and CHP level 

 The deprivation and urban/rural mix of practice populations 

Key Points 
 The number of GPs contracted to work in Scottish general practices has shown little 

change over the past year, increasing only by two from 4,856 in 2012 to a figure of 
4,858 in 2013. 
 

 Between 2004 and 2013 the number of GPs contracted to work in Scottish general 
practices has increased from 4,456 to 4,858, a rise of 9.0%. 

 

 On 30th September 2013 46% of the GP workforce were male and 54% female, 
compared to 55% male and 45% female in 2004. 
 

 The average size of a Scottish GP practice in terms of numbers of registered patients 
was 5,622 at 1st October 2013. 
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Chart 1:  Number (Headcount) of GPs in Scotland; 2004–2013 

Source:  GMS (2004 only), GPCD (2005 to 2013) 
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Further Information 
Further information can be found in the Full Publication Report or on the ISD website 

About ISD 

Scotland has some of the best health service data in the world combining high quality, consistency, national 
coverage and the ability to link data to allow patient based analysis and follow up. 
Information Services Division (ISD) is a business operating unit of NHS National Services Scotland - and has been in 
existence for over 40 years. We are an essential support service to NHSScotland and the Scottish Government 
Health Department and others, responsive to the needs of NHSScotland as the delivery of health and social care 
evolves. 

Official Statistics 

Information Services Division (ISD) is the principal and authoritative source of statistics on health and care services 
in Scotland. ISD is designated by legislation as a producer of ‘Official Statistics’. Our official statistics publications are 
produced to a high professional standard and comply with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics. The Code of 
Practice is produced and monitored by the UK Statistics Authority which is independent of Government. Under the 
Code of Practice, the format, content and timing of statistics publications are the responsibility of professional staff 
working within ISD.  
Further information on ISD’s statistics, including compliance with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics, and on 
the UK Statistics Authority, is available on the ISD website www.isdscotland.org/About-ISD/About-Our-Statistics/ 
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