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Publication Summary 

 

About this Release 
Published for the third time, this release provides information on Quality Outcome Measure 
10: Percentage of time in the last six months of life spent at home or in a community 
setting. These data are presented by financial year from 2008/09 to 2012/13 at Scotland, 
Health Board, Council Area and Community Health Partnership level. Tables providing a 
breakdown of the national figures by: Gender, Age, Deprivation and Rurality are also 
included. 
 
The measure is under development and the definitions are subject to change in light of 
stakeholder feedback. This may result in future revisions to the published data in 
accordance with ISD’s revisions policy. 

Key Points 
 

 In total for all people dying in Scotland during 2012-3 the percentage of the last 6 
months of life spent at home or in a community was 91.2% continuing the trend 
of marginal increases year on year since 2008-9 when the rate was 90.4% 
 

 Across health boards the percentage of the last 6 months of life spent at home or 
in a community setting varied between 89.0% and 93.9% in part reflecting the 
different use of community hospitals in different parts of the country 
 

 The percentage of the last 6 months of life spent at home or in a community 
setting does not vary greatly but tends to be slightly lower among those in most 
deprived areas (89.9%) compared to less deprived areas (91.8%) and lower in 
large urban areas (90.2%) compared to remote areas (93.9%) 
 

 There is little difference between males and females in the percentage of the last 
6 months of life spent at home or in a community setting, while the oldest 
patients aged 85+ had the highest percentage at 92.2%. 
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About ISD 

Scotland has some of the best health service data in the world combining high quality, consistency, national 
coverage and the ability to link data to allow patient based analysis and follow up. 
Information Services Division (ISD) is a business operating unit of NHS National Services Scotland - and has been in 
existence for over 40 years. We are an essential support service to NHSScotland and the Scottish Government 
Health Department and others, responsive to the needs of NHSScotland as the delivery of health and social care 
evolves. 

Official Statistics 

Information Services Division (ISD) is the principal and authoritative source of statistics on health and care services 
in Scotland. ISD is designated by legislation as a producer of ‘Official Statistics’. Our official statistics publications are 
produced to a high professional standard and comply with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics. The Code of 
Practice is produced and monitored by the UK Statistics Authority which is independent of Government. Under the 
Code of Practice, the format, content and timing of statistics publications are the responsibility of professional staff 
working within ISD.  
Further information on ISD’s statistics, including compliance with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics, and on 
the UK Statistics Authority, is available on the ISD website www.isdscotland.org/About-ISD/About-Our-Statistics/ 

Background 
This Quality Outcome Measure focuses on measuring the impact of “Living and Dying Well” 
and in particular on its objective to “produce achievable and measurable changes which will 
ensure quality improvement and enhance patient and carer experience”.  
 
The percentage of time spent at home or in a community setting towards the end of life 
provides a high level indication of progress in implementation of the national action plan. 
These data can be inferred by measuring the amount of time spent in an acute setting 
during the last months of life (using hospital admissions data) and from this estimating the 
time spent at home or in a community setting. 
 
It is envisaged that an increase in this measure will reflect both quality and value through 
more effective, person centred and efficient end of life care with people being better able to 
be cared for at home or closer to home with a planned approach to end of life care resulting 
in less time in an acute setting. 
 

Contact 
Maighread Simpson 
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Further Information 
Further information can be found in the Full Publication Report or on the End of Life Care 
section of the ISD website. 
 
 
Further information on ISD publications can be found on the ISD website. 
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