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Metadata 
Indicator 

Description 

Publication title Scottish Perinatal and Infant Mortality and Morbidity Report 

Description Annual report summarising rates of stillbirths and infant deaths in 
Scotland, along with trends over time.  The report also includes data on 
the prevalence of selected congenital anomalies. 

Theme Health and Social Care 

Topic Maternity and pregnancy services 

Format PDF report and Excel workbooks 

Data source (s) Annual Scottish Stillbirth and Infant Death Survey; National Records of 
Scotland (NRS) for birth, stillbirth and infant death registrations; SMR02 
(maternity hospital discharge summary) for  
denominator data for calculation of rates; and linked maternity and 
neonatal database for demographic data. 

Date that data is 
acquired 

no exact date -- data required mid year. 

Release date 31st Jan 2012 

Frequency Annual 

Timeframe of 
data and 
timeliness 

Data for calendar year. Generally report is published at end November in 
the following year. 

Continuity of data Reports back to 1985 (early years are only available in hardcopy). 

Revisions 
statement 

A planned revision has been incorporated into the SPIMMR 2009. This is 
timed to coincide with the release of the 2010 publication on 31 January 
2012. 
A planned revision has been incorporated into the SPIMMR 2010, 
coinciding with the release of the 2011 publication on 26 March 2013. 
A second planned revision has been incorporated into the SPIMMR 2010 
and 2011, coinciding with the release of the 2012 publication on 25 March 
2014. 

Revisions 
relevant to this 
publication 

An error was recently identified in Fig6b in the 2009 report. This figure 
was removed from the 2009 report and replaced with a link to the relevant 
table in the appendix, and also a link to up to date analysis in the 2010 
report. In light of the timing of the latest publication it was deemed more 
appropriate to provide the link to the most recent data rather than revise a 
previous publication. 
An error was recently identified in Table 2.2 in the 2010 report. The rates 
quoted in the lower part of the table, under the column header “2005”, 
were noted to be incorrectly reported at two decimal places. These data 
have been corrected and an updated version of the 2010 report placed on 
the ISD website on 26 March 2013. 
An error has been identified in the methodology used for plotting the x-
axes in the stillbirth, neonatal death and congenital anomaly by NHS 
board of residence funnel charts. The funnel plots in both the 2010 and 
2011 SPIMMR reports are affected by this error. This has resulted in the 
control limits, that is, the lines representing two standard deviations (2SD) 
and three standards deviations (3SD) from the mean, being incorrectly 
plotted on these charts. Further information, including the impact of this 
revision and a comparison of the original and revised charts is available 
at: http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Maternity-and-

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Maternity-and-Births/Stillbirth-and-Infant-Deaths/


Births/Stillbirth-and-Infant-Deaths/  

Concepts and 
definitions 

See Background Information available at 
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Maternity-and-Births/Stillbirth-
and-Infant-Deaths/ 

Relevance and 
key uses of the 
statistics 

Making information publicly available for planning, epidemiology, provision 
of services and the statistics provides comparative information. 

Accuracy Overall numbers are checked against NRS published figures and 100% 
completeness always achieved. Consistency in allocation of cause of 
death for the whole of Scotland is also possible, as these are assigned 
centrally by one individual. Figures are also compared to previous years' 
and expected trends. 

Completeness 100% in terms of total number of cases. However, there may be some 
missing variables for some cases. 

Comparability The equivalent data for England, Wales and Northern Ireland were 
collected by the Centre for Maternal and Child Enquiries (CMACE) until 
March 2011. The system in those countries is currently in a state of 
transition and it is not clear when information for 2010 will be available. 
Where appropriate, comparisons are made within this Scottish report with 
the most recently published CMACE report for 2009, available at CMACE - 

CEMACH Publications. Limited information for 2010 for England and Wales 
is available from the Office of National statistics (ONS). Data has also 
been provided to, and published by Euro-Peristat in the European 
Perinatal Health Report. There are some differences in the definitions for 
stillbirth and perinatal mortality - see individual reports for definitions used. 

Accessibility It is the policy of ISD Scotland to make its web sites and products 
accessible according to published guidelines. See attached link for further 
details :http://www.isdscotland.org/About-ISD/Accessibility 

Coherence and 
clarity 

The annual Scottish Perinatal Mortality and Morbidity Report is available 
in both a pdf (portable document format) version as well as all tables and 
charts being made available in Excel format at: 
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Maternity-and-Births/Stillbirth-
and-Infant-Deaths/ 

Value type and 
unit of measure 

Numbers and crude rates are presented. 

Disclosure The ISD protocol on Statistical Disclosure Protocol is followed:  
See under Patient Confidentiality and Disclosure Control at 
http://www.isdscotland.org/Products-and-Services/Data-Protection-and-
Confidentiality 

Official Statistics 
designation 

National Statistics. 

UK Statistics 
Authority 
Assessment 

Assessed by UK Statistics Authority (report 110) at: 
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/assessment/assessment
-reports/index.html 

Last published 25 January 2011 

Next published 27 November 2012 

Date of first 
publication 

Reports available on website going back to 1998; also available is a 30 
year review reporting trends in perinatal mortality. 

Help email NSS.isdmaternity@nhs.net 

Date form 
completed 

January 2012 (revised March 2013, 2nd revision March 2014) 

 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Maternity-and-Births/Stillbirth-and-Infant-Deaths/
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Maternity-and-Births/Stillbirth-and-Infant-Deaths/
http://cemach.interface-test.com/getdoc/f48c6dba-68fa-4a70-9a76-ad8b91dcb0be/Maternal-and-Perinatal-Mortality-Surveillance.aspx
http://cemach.interface-test.com/getdoc/f48c6dba-68fa-4a70-9a76-ad8b91dcb0be/Maternal-and-Perinatal-Mortality-Surveillance.aspx
http://www.isdscotland.org/About-ISD/Accessibility
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Maternity-and-Births/Stillbirth-and-Infant-Deaths/
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Maternity-and-Births/Stillbirth-and-Infant-Deaths/
http://www.isdscotland.org/Products-and-Services/Data-Protection-and-Confidentiality
http://www.isdscotland.org/Products-and-Services/Data-Protection-and-Confidentiality
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/assessment/assessment-reports/index.html
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/assessment/assessment-reports/index.html
mailto:NSS.isdmaternity@nhs.net

	Scottish Perinatal Mortality and Morbidity Report  Metadata

