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Publication Summary 

About this Release 
This publication relates to the annual update of Heart Disease (both Coronary Heart 
Disease (CHD) and other types of heart disease) statistics including information at NHS 
Board, Local Council and Community Health Partnership level. Prescribing data to 31 
March 2011 and mortality data to 31 December 2010 are included in this release.  

Key Points 
• The age-standardised mortality rate (for under 75s) for Coronary Heart Disease (CHD) 

continues to fall, from 124.6 per 100,000 population in 1995 to 49.0 per 100,000 
population in 2010, a reduction of 60.7%. The target to reduce the mortality rate by 60% 
between 1995 and 2010 has therefore been achieved.   
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• There has been a reduction in inequality in mortality rates over the decade 2001-2010. 

Mortality rates among all deprivation quintiles reduced but the reduction (34.1%) in the 
age-sex standardised CHD mortality rate among the most deprived category has been 
almost double the reduction observed in the least deprived category (18.1%). 

• In the 15% most deprived areas in Scotland, the under 75 mortality rate from CHD 
(standardised by age) decreased slightly from 96.7 in 2009 to 95.5 per 100,000 in 2010. 
However the rate for males increased by 3.4% from 144.9 in 2009 to 149.8 per 100,000 
in 2010. Further information and data are available from the Scottish Government's web 
site "Scotland Performs" section. 

• Over the decade 2001/02 - 2010/11 the numbers of prescriptions dispensed for 
cardiovascular related drugs continued to rise although there has been a slight 
reduction (0.2%) over the last year to 24,633,819 items prescribed and dispensed in the 
community in 2010/11. 

• The overall costs of prescriptions dispensed for cardiovascular related drugs fell sharply 
in 2010/11 to £167 million, a reduction of 11.4% on the previous year. This is the lowest 
gross ingredient cost for cardiovascular drugs observed for any year over the last 
decade 2001/02 to 2010/11. Costs often reduce as medicines become available in 
generic form once drug patents expire. 

Background 
Data for ISD's heart disease mortality updates comes from National Records of Scotland. 
Data for cardiovascular prescribing comes from ISD’s Prescribing Information System. 
 

Contact 
Adam Redpath    David Clark 
Programme Principal   Principal Information Analyst 
Adam.Redpath@nhs.net    dclark5@nhs.net 
0131 275 6704    0131 275 6144 
 
 

Further Information 
Further information can be found in the Full Publication Report or on the ISD website 
 
 

About ISD 
Scotland has some of the best health service data in the world combining high quality, consistency, national 
coverage and the ability to link data to allow patient based analysis and follow up. 
Information Services Division (ISD) is a business operating unit of NHS National Services Scotland - and has been in 
existence for over 40 years. We are an essential support service to NHSScotland and the Scottish Government 
Health Department and others, responsive to the needs of NHSScotland as the delivery of health and social care 
evolves. 

Official Statistics 
Information Services Division (ISD) is the principal and authoritative source of statistics on health and care services 
in Scotland. ISD is designated by legislation as a producer of ‘Official Statistics’. Our official statistics publications are 
produced to a high professional standard and comply with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics. The Code of 
Practice is produced and monitored by the UK Statistics Authority which is independent of Government. Under the 
Code of Practice, the format, content and timing of statistics publications are the responsibility of professional staff 
working within ISD.  
Further information on ISD’s statistics, including compliance with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics, and on 
the UK Statistics Authority, is available on the ISD website www.isdscotland.org/About-ISD/About-Our-Statistics/ 
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