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About this Release
This report from the Scottish Antimicrobial Prescribing Group (SAPG) information
workstream presents data for the financial years 2006/07 – 2010/11 from the national
prescribing indicators on use of systemic antibacterials in primary care in Scotland. It
focuses on the prescribing indicators related to the initial priority areas for SAPG; restricting
the use antibacterials associated with a higher risk of Clostridium difficile infection (CDI),
promotion of recommended antibacterials and minimising unnecessary prescribing.

Key Points
•
•

•
•

There were 163,000 (24%) fewer prescriptions for antibacterials associated with a
higher risk of CDI dispensed in 2010-11 than in 2009-10.
Seasonal variation in fluoroquinolone use is one of the three prescribing indicators
agreed by SAPG and the Scottish Government Health Directorate (SGHD) in support of
the HEAT target for CDI reduction. Based on data for year ending March 2011, twelve
NHS Boards were below the target and the remaining 2 NHS Boards only slightly above
it.
There was an increase of 184,000 (6%) prescriptions for recommended antibacterials
dispensed in 2010-11 than in 2009-10.
In 2010-11, there was a small increase of 28,000 (0.5%) prescriptions for systemic
antibacterials dispensed in Scotland compared to 2009-10. This increase was not
statistically significant.

Background
Resistance to antimicrobials is recognised nationally and internationally as a major threat to
public health and patient safety. It is accepted that exposure to antimicrobials and in
particular the use of broad spectrum antibacterials is associated with the development of
antimicrobial resistance and is recognised as an important risk factor for CDI.
SAPG is a national clinical multi-disciplinary forum formed in March 2008 by SGHD and its
primary objective is to co-ordinate and deliver a national framework for antimicrobial
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stewardship to enhance the quality of antimicrobial prescribing and infection management
in Scotland.
Following discussion at SAPG and consultation with NHS Board Antimicrobial Management
Teams (AMT) and other stakeholders, a set of national prescribing indicators related to the
use of antibacterials in primary care was developed for Scotland.
Data on use of systemic antibacterials comes from a database of all NHS prescriptions
written by general practitioners, nurses and community pharmacists which are dispensed in
the community in Scotland. This report does not take into account antibacterials dispensed
by hospitals or hospital based clinics.
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Further Information
Further information can be found in the full SAPG report or on the ISD website

About ISD
Scotland has some of the best health service data in the world combining high quality, consistency, national
coverage and the ability to link data to allow patient based analysis and follow up.
Information Services Division (ISD) is a business operating unit of NHS National Services Scotland - and has been in
existence for over 40 years. We are an essential support service to NHSScotland and the Scottish Government
Health Department and others, responsive to the needs of NHSScotland as the delivery of health and social care
evolves.

Official Statistics
Information Services Division (ISD) is the principal and authoritative source of statistics on health and care services
in Scotland. ISD is designated by legislation as a producer of ‘Official Statistics’. Our official statistics publications are
produced to a high professional standard and comply with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics. The Code of
Practice is produced and monitored by the UK Statistics Authority which is independent of Government. Under the
Code of Practice, the format, content and timing of statistics publications are the responsibility of professional staff
working within ISD.
Further information on ISD’s statistics, including compliance with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics, and on
the UK Statistics Authority, is available on the ISD website www.isdscotland.org/About-ISD/About-Our-Statistics/

